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Victim Assessment Form



Victim Assessment Form

Assessment date:




Name:




DOB:





If the victim is under 17 yrs a parent/guardian is entitled to receive a victim service and should be contacted/invited to attend assessment if this is in the best interests of the child
Ethnicity:




Preferred Language (other than English):

Any other sources of information (e.g. Police/Family):
A. Offence & Offender details

Name of Offender:



Date of offence:





Type of offence:



Age of Offender:



Ethnicity of Offender:


Explanation of the Restorative Justice process and how this is incorporated into our work at the YOS

B. Impact of Offence on Victim (incorporating the questions below)

· Tell me your story of what happened to you on the day of the offence

· What were you thinking at the time?

· What were you feeling at the time?

· What do you think and feel about this offence now?

· What were your personal and social circumstances at the time of the offence? 

· How have you been affected by this offence in the short term? Long term?

· Who else has been affected by this offence?

· Have you been the victim of crime before? (If yes, what happened?)

· Have you spoken to anyone about your feelings before now?

· Would you like further support to deal with your feelings?

C. Suitability to Engage with Restorative Justice Interventions

· What is your attitude to the offender now?

· Has this offence influenced any particular attitudes or beliefs that you have?

· If you were to come face to face with your offender, what would you say/do?

· What do you need to move on from feeling this way?

· What or who else do you already have in place that may support you to move forward?

· Do you want to be involved in the offender’s intervention plan?

· What would be a satisfactory outcome from meeting with the offender?

Explain the Victim’s options

1. Written representation of victim impact/views to be used in the supervisory process or at Referral Order Panels and notification on the completion of any Restorative Justice intervention.

2. Attendance at a Restorative Justice Conference with the offender(s) by the victim or a representative, benefits of which are:

· An opportunity to confront your offender in a safe environment and let them know first-hand how you have been affected.

· Overcoming any fears or feelings of intimidation that this offence has caused you to feel.

· An opportunity to receive direct reparation from the offender for the harm they have caused to you.

· You will be kept informed of the offender’s progress and be notified on the completion of any Restorative Justice intervention.

3. Would the victim be interested in shuttle mediation?

4. Is the victim happy for this information to be given to the panel/report writer/case worker?

5. Is the victim happy for this information to be used in victim awareness work?

6. Would the victim like a letter of explanation?

7. Does the victim want to be kept updated as the case progresses?

8. Is the victim happy that they were contacted by the RJ worker?

D. Areas for consideration following the meeting:

1. Is the victim suitable and willing to engage in an RJ intervention? If so what intervention is being offered?

2. If the victim has not been invited to engage in an RJ intervention, record the reasons why this decision has been made.

3. Do you think the victim is at risk of offending?   No If so why?

4. Do you think the victim is likely to be vulnerable as a result of the following:

· Current feelings of frustration, sadness, fear, intimidation, worry/anxiety.

· Recovery from emotional impact from offence is unlikely.

· Physical injury caused by offence is long term/permanent.

· They are at risk of/experiencing bullying, abuse, neglect, intimidation, exploitation from offender/other

· Other events or circumstances (separation, anniversary of loss, change of care arrangements)

· Their own behaviour (risk taking, inappropriate response to stress, lack of resilience, drug/alcohol use)

· Are they at risk of self-harm/suicide?

If yes to any of the above, what support has been offered to engage them in the RJ process safely?
Support agencies to consider:

Victim Support (0208 343 4435)

Targeted Youth Support, Youth Support Service

Drop-in Centres at Woodhouse Road/Canada Villa

MIND (020 8343 5700)

HABS (Housing support)

Help the Aged

Citizens Advice Bureau

Helpline numbers:
Samaritans

Shelter

Also contact the Victim Liaison Unit (Probation Service’s Victim Support Service) for further information about adult support available on 0207 428 8474)
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